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It came. Words smashed out of the sky and from the mouths and off 
the pages and from the flesh of the bodies and the words hit the 
readers and were destroyed like more bodies and the fields of the 
nation were littered with bodies and dead. Carcass love, they 
called it. Carcass economy, they called it.  

Daniel Borzutzky 

From “The Book of Non-Writing” 
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&7,#-072&!*H,,$98*,D*T!)92<*,D*K,!)9<*,D*]-&B)9<*,D*
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-)7-)9)'/&/(B)*,D*/50(3$0&21*
2<3#6"'"<*42(#2<*('*C&'0*/)!!(';*
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H,3()9?*A2(!)*I*-)97)#/*+,-."/9$0F9*
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H-&'#2)9*&'3*/2)*-,,/9*&'3*/2)*
/-"'$*&-)*,D*)L"&!*!)';/2*&'3*
4(3/2?*ID*'&--&/(B)*(9*&*7&/2*&'3*
&*7&/2*#&'*H)*C&77)3<*
+"-$&-3F9*(9*)Q#!"9(B)!0*
3)'3-(/(#?*^9*4(/2*/2)*
9"7)-9#-(7/*,D*/2)*"'97,$)'*
/-&3)*C&-$<*/2)*7&/2*,D*,')*
C)&'(';*Z97,$)'[*(9*,B)-!&(3*H0*
&',/2)-*Z-)#&!!)3[*&'3*&',/2)-*
Z-)D)-)'/(&![*&'3*&',/2)-*
Z3(-)#/(B)[*&'3*&',/2)-*
Z3(9/-&#/)3[?*G2,,9)*,')<*&'3*
/2)*,/2)-9*('9/&'/!0*&77)&-?[*

*
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7,)/-0*#&'*H)<*1&-/('*4-(/)9<*
=`&-3,'*C)*(D*I*C,B)*9!,4!0*
&-,"'3*/2)*)3;)9*&'3*&C*D)&-D"!*,D*
,-3('&-0*!(B)9?*^*909/)C*,D*
3(&;',9)9*9&09<*0,"F-)*,$<*0,"F-)*
',/*30(';?@*I*#&'*9))*2,4*/2)*/)-C*
=,-3('&-0*!(B)9@*#,"!3*7-,B,$)*
3)D)'9(B)')99?*A2,*(9*1&-/('*/,*
3)#(3)*42&/*3,)9*,-*3,)9'F/*#,"'/*
&9*,-3('&-0J*>2&/<*2,4)B)-<*(9*/2)*
$('3*,D*L")9/(,'*,'!0*9,C),')*
4(/2*&'*,-3('&-0*!(D)*#,"!3*9))*D(/*
/,*&9$?*I*/&$)*1&-/('*/,*"9)*
=,-3('&-0@*&9*&'*)/2(#&!*C&-$)-<*
',/*&'*)/2(#&!*B&!")<*7,9(/(B)*,-*
');&/(B)?*^'*,-3('&-0*!(D)*(9*9(C7!0*
,')*D-))*)',";2*,D*/)--,-*/,*
97)#"!&/)*4(/2,"/*#&"/(,'?*^'*
)Q/-&,-3('&-0*!(D)<*H0*#,C7&-(9,'<*
(9*,')*('*42(#2*',/*30(';*(9*/2)*
9&C)*/2(';*&9*H)(';*,$?*

I*D('3*/2&/*3(#2,/,C0*H-&#(';*&'3*
-)9/,-&/(B)?*ID*H,,$9*-)7-)9)'/*
!(/)-&#0*&'3*!(/)-&#0*&!4&09*
&##,C7&'()9*/2)*-(9$*,D*B&'(92(';*
('*(/9*,4'*7,4)-9<*/2)'*1&-/('*
-)9/,-)9*&*9)'9)*,D*9#&!)*/,*
C&3')99*4(/2,"/*42(#2*!,99*
H)#,C)9*7"-)!0*&H9/-&#/?*=^*
C)3(#&!*/)Q/*C(;2/*D(Q&/)*,'*42&/F9*
4,-$(';*('*/2)*H,30*&'3*42&/F9*',/*
4,-$(';*('*,-3)-*/,*3)/)-C(')*42,*
(9*&!(B)*&'3*42,*(9*3)&3?*A)*$',4*
H)//)-?@*^'3*42&/*3,)9*/2&/*H)//)-*
$',4!)3;)*!,,$*!($)J*=T,-;)//(';*(9*
&*4&0*,D*C(9-)C)CH)-(';*/2)*
7-)9)'/<@*&'3*/2"9*=I'*D('(92(';<*
,')*D,-;)/9?@*

b"9/*&9*(/*9))C9*!($)*/2)-)*92,"!3*
H)*&*C,-)*9,72(9/(#&/)3*;-&3()'/*
,D*4)!!H)(';*/2&'*,$*,-*3)&3<*/2)-)*

,";2/*/,*H)*-,,C*D,-*C"!/(7!)*
4&09*,D*)Q7!&('(';*,-*('2&H(/(';*
,')F9*)Q7)-()'#)9?*>2(9*(9*42&/*
/2,9)*7),7!)*H!)99)3!0*D-))*,D*
7,)/-0*,D/)'*"9)*!&';"&;)*D,-<*&'3*
/2)0*&-)*&!!);)3!0*&H!)*/,*3,*9,*
4(/2,"/*D&!!(';*('/,*/2)*/&-*7(/*,D*
!&';"&;)F9*H!)&$*2(9/,-0*&'3*(/9*
9"DD,#&/(';*7,/)'/(&!?*K,4)B)-<*(/F9*
&!9,*3&';)-,"9*/,*&99"C)*/2&/*
H)#&"9)*,D*(/9*(C7)-D)#/(,'9*
Z2,4)B)-*-&3(#&!*/2)0*C&0*H)[*
!&';"&;)*(9*!)/2&!*('*&'3*,D*(/9)!D<*
-&/2)-*/2&'*!)/2&!(/0F9*#&7)-(';*
2&'3C&(3)'?*G,'D-,'/(';*/2)*
/2-)&/*,D*D&(!)3*,-*&H9)'/*97))#2<*
1&-/('*&99)-/9*=A2&/*4)*3(3'F/*
$',4*/2)'*(9*/2)*L"&!(/0*,D*9,"'3*
42)'*(/*4&9*9(!)'#)*&'3*/2&/*
3(9/"-H9*"9*',4<*)97)#(&!!0*C)<*/2)*
9(!)'#)*,D*42&/*C(;2/*2&B)*
,##"--)3*(D*(/*4)-)*_=*

62)*D,!!,49*/2(9*)Q7!,-&/(,'*4(/2*&*
#,'/)C7,-&'),"9*!);)'3*,D*(/9*
D&(!"-)8*=c,-*(D<*D"#$<*I*3,'F/*$',4<*
9,C)/2(';*3(DD)-)'/<*,-*9,C)/2(';*
97,$)'*/2&/*4&9'F/?@*>2(9*(9*!($)*&*
H"-(&!*&'3*&'*)Q2"C&/(,'*/2&/*
2&77)'*('*/2)*9&C)*&#/<*H"/*(/F9*&*
-)C&-$&H!)*C,C)'/*H)#&"9)*(/*
)'&#/9*/2)*H&!&'#)*-)L"(-)3*/,*
('3(#/*C)&'(';*4(/2,"/*9&#-(D(#(';*
(/9*7,99(H(!(/0?*1&-/('*#,"!3*2&B)*
7,4)-)3*/2-,";2*&'3*4(!!)3*&*
$',4!)3;)*2)-*4(92(';*H);9*D,-R*
2&3*92)*C&3)*9,C)/2(';*"7<*/2)-)*
(9*',*4&0*/2)*-)&3)-*#,"!3*2&B)*
;")99)3?*5($)4(9)<*92)*#,"!3*2&B)*
L"(/*)'/(-)!0<*&'3*4-(//)'*','9)'9)*
('/,*/2)*7!&#)*92)*4&'/9*9)'9)*/,*
H)*9,*&9*/,*-)C('3*"9*/,*9"97)#/*
!&';"&;)<*&9*(D*)B)-0*97)&$(';*

$=$-.,5+$

Someday I want to know 
the woman in the 
kerchief. Someday I want 
to know the object and 
the source or the other 
shadow up front. Someday 
I want to give my 
halfway hellish greeting 
cards to miracle 
workers. I am asking you 
for change he says. 
Maybe I should put a 
blue towel in this.  

Some ideas occurred to 
me. I am just trying to 
write some things down. 
Like Chris’ knee touched 
my knee. Like: hey, 
Jimmy’s hand came out of 
nowhere for said Mason 
Dots.TM 

Michael Burkard, from 
“It’s Not Too Late” 

*

*
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('',B&/(,'*,D*(/9*!(9/<*H"/*3,'F/*D,-;)/8*/2&/F9*/-")*
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